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GUIDELINES FOR WRITING PhD RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Research proposal in English (15 - 20 pages)
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.rtf5urn342a6]Introduction
Begin your introduction with an attention-grabbing statement, anecdote, statistic, or question related to your research topic. 
Provide background information: Offer a brief overview of the general area of research to provide context for your study. Discuss the importance of the topic, its relevance to the field, and any significant developments or gaps in knowledge that your research aims to address.
State the Problem or Research Question: Clearly articulate the specific research problem or question that your study will address. This should be concise and focused, highlighting the gap in current understanding or the need for further investigation.
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.45fd0rqfuv29]Problem Statement
A clear statement about what you want to work on and why it is important, interesting, relevant and realistic  
· What are your main research objectives? – these could be articulated as hypotheses, propositions, research questions, or problems to solve 
· What difference do you think your research will make?  
· Why does this research excite you? 
· What research ‘gaps’ will you be filling by undertaking your project? 
· How might your research ‘add value’ to the subject?  
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.9k48kvtv8ptf]Literature Review
Some background knowledge and context of the area in which you wish to work, including key literature, key people, key research findings   
· How does your work link to the work of others in the same or related fields? 
· Would your work support or contest the work of others? 
· How does your work relate to the expertise within the department you are applying to?   

4. [bookmark: _heading=h.vz4c2zupmksg]Purpose of the study
The Purpose of the Study illustrates what the study will do, which should reflect the statement of the problem. The purpose also discusses how you will conduct your study and the kinds of comparisons you will make. The most essential component to the purpose of the study is introducing the Research Questions and Hypotheses (if applicable) of your study.
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.lc5j16i7fxcv]Research Design, Methods and Procedures 
Research Design:
· Describe the overall approach you will take to conduct your research.
· Explain whether your study will be qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods.
· Justify your chosen research design based on its suitability for addressing your research questions and objectives.
· Discuss any specific frameworks or theoretical perspectives that will guide your research design.
Methods:
· Detail the specific methods you will use to collect data. This may include techniques such as surveys, interviews, experiments, observations, or archival research.
· Explain why each method is appropriate for your study and how it will help you achieve your research objectives.
· Provide a rationale for your sampling strategy, including details on the population or sample you will study and how you will recruit or select participants.
· Discuss any measures or instruments you will use to gather data, including their reliability and validity.
Procedures:
· Outline the step-by-step procedures you will follow to conduct your research.
· Provide a timeline for each stage of the research process, including data collection, data analysis, and writing up results.
· Detail any ethical considerations that will be addressed during the research, such as informed consent, confidentiality, and participant welfare.
· Describe how you will manage and analyze the data collected, including any software or statistical techniques you will use.

6. [bookmark: _heading=h.l4pup7kgxn5n]Research contents
A clear working title for your research project   
· What will you call your project? 
· What key words would describe your proposal?
Propose expected research contents  
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.34myzlb91y0f]Time table
Some indication of the strategy and timetable for your research project and any research challenges you may face   
· What would be the main stages of your project? 
· What would you be expecting to do in each year of your PhD? 
· What challenges might you encounter and how might you overcome these? 

	No.
	Timetable
	Content
	Expected results

	1
	Year 1:
2025-2026
	
	

	2
	Year 2:
2026-2027
	
	

	3
	Year 3:
2027-2028
	
	



8. [bookmark: _heading=h.3tqunf5hflt8]Availability
Availability of bench place and financial support 
9. [bookmark: _heading=h.cbpr8ewfvt4k]Expected outcomes
Indicate the expected results achieved the contributions of this result to the science and practice.
10. [bookmark: _heading=h.vihw11sz028e]References
A list of the key references which support your research proposal  
· References should be listed in the appropriate convention for your subject area.  Such references should be used throughout your research proposal to demonstrate that you have read and understood the work of others.   
· Each reference in the ‘Reference List’ should be numbered according to the order of appearan`ce in the main text. References in languages other than English must be referred to by an English translation with adding to the end a note of original language. 
· References to a published paper must include the names of all the authors, the title of the paper, the abbreviated journal name, the volume, the issue number in parentheses, the year of publication in boldface in parentheses, and the first-last pages number or the article number (9 pt). 
Journal abbreviations source Journal names should be abbreviated according to the List of Title Word
1. Thanh D. T. M., Nam P. T., Phuong N. T., Que L. X., Anh N. V., Hoang T., Lam T. D. Controlling the electrodeposition, morphology and structure of hydroxyapatite coating on 316L stainless steel. Mater. Sci. Eng. C, 33 (2013) 2037-2045. doi.org/10.1016/j.msec.2013.01.018.
Reference to a book:
References to a book must include the names of all the authors, the title, the name of the publisher, the place of the publisher and the year of publication in parentheses. Example:
2. Brittain H. G. Polymorphism in pharmaceutical solids, Marcel Dekker Inc, New York (1999).
Reference to a conference/workshop proceeding:
References to conference/workshop proceedings must include the names of all the authors, the name of the conference/workshop, the name of the publisher, the year of publication in parentheses and the first-last pages of the cited work. 
3. Choi P., Tomida T., Maehara Y., Uehara M., Hirosawa S. Proceedings of the 2nd Pacific Rim Conference on advanced materials and processing, Elsevier (1995) 1401-1406.
Reference to a website:
4. Cancer Research UK,. Cancer statistics for the UK. https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-statistics-for-the-uk (accessed 20 October 2021).
11. [bookmark: _heading=h.byca98fj072e]Proposed supervisors
- Main Supervisor:
+ Full name:
+ Title: 
+ Institution:
+ Phone:				Email: 
- Co-Supervisor
+ Full name:
+ Title: 
+ Institution:
+ Phone:				Email: 
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